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Title of Invention: 



Customer Checkout Accelerator 



Inventors (please provide full names): 



John Gerkin, Thomas Prorock, and William Werdel 



Earliest Pri. Filing Date: 9/28/00 



Notes: 

This invention attempts to accelerate the checkout process at a point of sale terminal by utlizing the idle time spent 
waiting in line. While waiting in line, a customer accesses a network system to get preapproval for a future 
transaction. The preapproval notifacation is stored in the point of sale terminal in anticipation of a future 
transaction. If the customer exceeds the preapproval amount, then the point of sale terminal requests an additional 
amount to be authorized. This invention reduces the checkout time because the transaction process does not 
include the normal wait for credit approval. Additionally, this invention allows the customer to access promotions 
on the network system while waiting in line. The customer is able to purchase items over the Interet while waiting. 

US Patent 5,010,485 solves the same problem but fails to include some of the advanced features, such as 
dynamically requesting approval when the customer's transaction exceeds the original preapproval amount. 
Additionally, '485 fails to show allowing the customer to shop via promotions while waiting in line. 

Possible Keywords: preapproval, preapprove, payment, transaction, credit card, debit card, smart card, checkout 
point of sale, POS, wait, que, network, Internet, promotion, promotional 

I have attached a copy of the ABSTRACT, SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION AND CLAIM 1 . 
Classification: 705/17 
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percentage of our customers are pre - approved at the point of sale , 
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require waiting periods or. . . 
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like the convenience of charging their grocery purchases, provided 
it can be done directly at checkout without pre - approvals at a 
courtesy desk," said Tronson. 

"Other supermarket chains have tested electronic credit card systems 
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like the convenience of charging their grocery purchases, provided 
it can be done directly at checkout without pre - approvals at a 
courtesy desk," said Tronson. 

"Other supermarket chains have tested electronic credit card systems 
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that customers like the system. Stephens said the system speeds the 
check-approval process and checkout . Because customers electronically 
pre - approve their checks as they enter the store, they do not perceive 
the procedure as part... 
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